Developmental-anatomical observations on cleavage line patterns of the skin in Chinese miniature pigs.
In twelve Chinese miniature pigs (CMP), of both sexes and ranging from newborn to 5 months of age, the postnatal developmental features of the cleavage lines of the skin of the whole body were examined by the stab-wound method, using a metal probe with a sharp conical point. 1). The CL patterns of the skin in the 5-month-old CMP were largely similar to those of adult Landrace-strain pigs (Wakuri et al., 1993). 2). At each monthly stage, the CL of the skin of the inter-ocular area, medial ocular angle, umbilicus, preputial orifice and anus presented a convergent arrangement. An annular pattern was found in the skin around the eye, the base of the ear, and the vulva. 3). Some alterations in CL patterns were seen during the general and regional growth of CMP, as shown in the skin of the lateral side of the trunk, the prepuce and the scrotum.